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ADJOURNMENT.
The House, at a quarter tu six o'clock
p.m., adjourncd
Sept., at 430 o'clock p.m.

Fegislatibe RAssembly, -
Wednesday, [9th September, [804.

Personal Explanntion—Reelamation of River Fareshore
ot Perth—Dentists Bill: firsl reading=—Ilioan Bill
{.21,500,000): further considered in committee—
Camel Licenses: Messuge from ithe Legislative
Cowuncil=—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chuir at
4-30 p.m.

FPRrAYERS.

FERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mz. MORAN rose to ecxplain that
when oddressing the House the other
evening in regard to the Collie goalficld
raitway, in speaking of the Opposition he
had used the expression * tag-rag aud
hob-tail.” He had heard that several
members of the Opposition were rather
offended at the expression. [Mzr. LEake:
No.no.] He did not intend to use the
words offensively, but meant to apply,
them, as they were usnally applied, to an
army without any head or cohesion.

RECLAMATION OF RIVER FORESHORE
AT PERTH.

Mr. JAMES, in accordunce with notice,
asked the Divector of Public Works
whether, in view of the near approach
of summer, the Director would have the
dredge brought to Perth to reclaim the
foreshore hatween the Recreation Ground
and William Street Jetty?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment tn bring the dredge to Perth
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tmmediately upon the completion of the
work on the Canning River upon which
she was now engaged.

DENTISTS REGISTRATION BILL.
Introduced by Mz. James, und read a
first time.

LOAN BILL (£1,500,000).
1N COMMITTEE.

This Bill was further considered.

Itein 7.— Huvbowr Works, Eremanile,
£200,000:”

T PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
did not suppose there would be any objec-
tion on the part of members to this item,
because he thought it was generally re-
cognised thut good work had been done
in conneetion with these barbour improve.
ments, and that it had been done at
an economical rate. This ¢uestion of
harbour works at Fremantle was one thut
had been discussed in that House for
years and yenrs, and he was glad that at
last—some two years ago now—they were
able to make up their minds to conmit
the country to a definite scheme. He was
also glad to say that up to the present
time they bad no reason to regret the
decision which Parlinment arrived at.
They had every hope—speaking for the
Government—that the result would he
altogether satisfactory, and that they
would he able to make vn this Westiern
side of the colony a sale and commodious
harbour. The objeet he had always had
in view, and he thought the object the
Government had in view, was to make
such a safe and commodious harbour at
Fremuantle as would not only accommedate
our own shipping trade, but also accom-
modate the largest stenmers that plied
between the old country and Australia.
No scheme of harbour works at Fremantle
would be satisfactory to him unless the
largest ocean-going steumers could come
into it in all weathers, Of course even
less than {hat would be o greut hoon;
but that was the object the Government
had in view. So far as they had gone
already, they had constructed the North
mole for a considerable distance, and they
were heginning to construct the South
mole. That South mole was necessary,
in the opinion of their official adviser, the
Engineer-in-Chief, in order to protect the
dredging necessary to he done at the
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mouth of the river, and also to protect
the outer harbour.  Members  would
probubly like to know how the Govern-
ment projwosed to expend this £200,000,
Generally, he wught say, they infended
to continue upon the plan that was
approved by the House, some two years
or wmere ago; hut, before the end of
the session, he heped to he able to
place upon the table a plan showing
exactly how it was propesed to spend
this money. His own opinivn wus that
th addition te the inner harbour, with ifs
depth of about 30ft. at its enlrance, and
which would be able to accommodule the
largest steamers that were likely to come
to this country for purposes of trade, und
also to accommodate—in fine weather at
any rate if not in ull weathers——the ocean-
groing mail stecamers; his own opinion
was that this scheme of harbour works
would be iocomplete unless they had
an outer anchoruge affording complete
shelter  from the North-West awmld
Westerly weather. He saw no reason
himself why that conld not be added to
the original design. He had scen the
Engineer-in-Chief with regurd to this
matter, and at the present moment Mr,
O'Connor was considering it, and, hefore
the session closed, he hoped to be able to
place before members a report fromn the
Engineer-in-Chief, und also a plan show.
ing exuctly how it was proposed to
expend this £200,000. Members were
no douht aware that we had a dredge
now on the way, the * Frenuntle,” and
which would be here very shortly, speci-
ally designed by Sir John Coode and Son,
for dealing with the rocky bar al the
entrance of the river. As snon as you
got over the rocky bar inle the river
there was a greut depth of sand, and it
would De werely o question of pump
dredging to remove that sand o very
simple matter, thongh a work of some

magnitade. That would provide an ex.
cellent inner harbour. Buit he had no

hesilation in giving it as his own opinion
-—and he hoped when they wor the report
of the Enpgineer-in-Chief {hal opinion
would be supported —that what we wanted
was not only a good inner barbour {or
ordinary shipping and teede purposes, but
also soine shefter outside for 1he lavgest
ovean-guing mail stemners, when, thronsh
Atress of weuther or other avtses, they lid
not vonsbler it advisable to oo inad s
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There had Teen altogether @ revolution in
his mwind  and he thought he might speak
for almost everybody else in this country

as 1o the vost of building breakwaters.
They hivt always Deen fed to understand,
from  previous reports, that building a
breakwiler was a very expensive nadter,
amd ulmost heyond our means; bul they
ld  altogether changed their opinions
within the last two or three years, when
they found that a breukwater coubld he
constructed at a very cheap rate indeed.
He believed that, so fur as this parfieanlar
hreakwuter had gone already, it had not
vost more thun ahout £14 per fool, and,
as (hey proceeded farther into deep water,
he didd not anticipate that the cost would
be more than £20 per foot ; so that they
would be able to carry out this breakwaler
another 4,000t at 2 cosl of £80,000.
That was a matter, he thought, they might
fuirly congratulate themselves upon, he-
cause it brought these works of oreat
magnitude and imporlanee within the
means of the colony.  Up to the present
time the work had been curried on very
systematically and very chieapty, and he
saw no reasou why it should not be carried
oul with the same cconomy and suceess
in the futwre. There was one queslion
wlich no doubt had sceupied the af lention
of mauy of them, and causeld them some
apprebension, and that was the churacter
of ihe rock or stone that was being used
in the work, Jul, he thougzht, they
wust be convineed now, those of them
whoe had inspecied the work carefully,
that this stone, though of n sofi nature,
hardeped and very much improved by
being bsmersed in water.  Ile had great
confidence himself in the power of this
stone fo resist the action of the sea. It
appeared that the longer it was in the
witter the harder it hecume ; it also hecame
covered with a coating of moss, und the
action of the sew did nel seemn o have
any effeet upon it, except, as he had said,
to barden i, That heing so, there v
o reason why we should not extend 1his
North mele a cousiderable distance tarther
to seuwurd than was proposed o the
ortzinal pln; and, it the Engineer-in-
Chicf houbl e able to advise that it
can be ziven a turn or twist Southward,
wé ~honld tha bave 4 masmificent onter
harlour. protect= from the Northerly
and Westerly winds, and whoae occan.
going steamers conlit anchor in safets.
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As they all knew, the approach to Fre-
mantle was an excellent one.  With the
aid of the Fremantle and Rottnest light-
houses there was not the slightest diffi-
vulty in approaching the harbour in any
weather, so far as he could judge; and
if they were able, in addition to having
secure  wharfuge accommodation inside
the river, to at the same time provide
protection outside the entrance from the
North-Westerly and Westerly woeather,
he thought they might congratulate them-
selves upon having in Western Australia
a safe and commodious harbour equal to
almost any harbour that cxisted in the
world. He had much pleasure in moving
this item.

Mg. LEAKE said the Premier had not:
given them that full explanation they had
a right to expect with regurd to this ifem.
He had not said how this £200,000 was
going to be expended, how long it would
last, how far it wounld carey out these
works, or how soon he was likely to have
to come to the House agnin for another
£300,000. It certainly scemed strange
to him that so large a sum should bhe
required for this work at the present
moment, Where were they going to stop
with these harbour works ?  The Premier
had given them a bliut already of the
danger before them in this respect.  The
hon. gentleman said that no scheme would
satisfy him uuless it provided accom-
modation for the largest steamers at
all times and in all weathers. 'Was there
any member in that House who helieved
that the present scheme and that sug-
gested by the Premier would enable the
large mail steamers to come inside the
river ? [Mr. VeExn: Yes.] The Director
of Public Works said ves. Then there
did scemn to be one member in the House
who believed these large mail steamers
could come inside this river harbour.
They might get in, but the question was
could they got out ugain. He had heard
men ountside the House who were skilled
and experienced in martbime nabters, and
who knew soincthing about the question
under discussion,—and he thought there
was force it what they said—stating that
if a large stewiner got in through that
narrow entrance into that inner harbour,
there would not be room for her to turn.
They mnst remember that when these
steamers once got inside that hasin they
would not have it ull to themselves : there
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would be wharves and ofher vessels inside
as well, which must neeessartly occupy
gsome room. Therefore he submitted that
the scheme would not carry out the inten-
tions of the Promicr. Tt also scemed to
him it would be advisable if the Govern-
ment were to consult their Engincer in
regard to the necessity for this South
mole. [ThHe Premigr: We have.] The
House was nof in possession of his report.
Tf 6 was necessary to have a harbour
ingide the river and also o harbour out-
side, what did that mean? A further
extension of this harbour scheme, and
further expense, and goodocss only knew
where they werc going to end 1if they
began to extend these moles into decp
water. He had heard that, if this South
mole were dispensed with and the money
spent in extending the North mole, much
good might be done. The South jelty
already afforded protection from  the
Southerly winds, and when these works
were proposed it was not in contempla-
tion to extend that jetty in the manoner
it was intended. He thought it would
be well for the Governmenti to take move
than one opinion upon &his important
question.  What a large sum of moncy
could be saved to the country if they
were bo do away with that Seuth mole!
No doubt the House was comnitted to
these harbour works, and the Govern-
ment must have some money to go on
with them. What he would urge upon
them was that they shounld first complete
the North mwole and see what effect it
would have, and whether there was
really any necessity for the Scuth mole.
Once the Government got the thin end
of the wedge in, there would be very
little trouble in driving it home, and
there was no telling where this expendi-
ture wag going to end, or what these
works would cost the country. He should
certainly like to see this item reduced
one-half at least, and if he thought there
was any chance of sucvess he would
certainly propose it. He did not think
they need he so anxious about their
harbours. If they could rely upoun get.
ting freights, ships would come here,
without going to wll this expense for
harbour naprovements. Had the harbour
made Albany ¥  Had it increased ifs
shipping in any way. or sent the district
ahead al all? Wo. No doubt it was
an advantage to have a fine harbour
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there, and also ai Fremanile, bul il
would not go the extent the Government
anticipated in developing the internal
resources of the country.

Mr. RANDELL said, having gong in
for harbour works, they wust be pre.
pared to carry oul the scheme to com-
pletion, and it was understoud at the
time this scheme was adopted thbat the
expenditure before the works were com-
pleted would be very considerable—much
lwrger than they Iud yet reached. He
theughi it would be idle almost to reduce
this £200,000 to onc-half thal amount,
wnd next yeawr luve to go in for another
loan to cotry on these works. 'The work
done so far il been well donme, and
ceconomically done; and he quite agreed
with the Premier as to the desirability
of extending the present breakwater
4,000ft. at least. As regards the South
mole, he thought members would see it
was absolutely necessary it should be
constructed, if they wished to protect the
channel from silting. All our heavy
weather came From the North-West and
Wost, but o considerable swell cume from

the South-West, and it was absolutely

necessary to afford some protection to
the channel ot the entrance of the
river, or by degrees. and very rapid
degrees, it would hecome filled aguin,
Above ull things, he thought it wus
absolutely necessary they should have
this prolection. Sowme objection  had
been taken to the width of the en-
trunce, and he understood it was now
proposed to widen it to 700ft., which, he
thought, would be ample. His only
experience of similar harbours outside
the colony wus limited to two in the
North of England, one of them being
Sunderland ; and, speaking from memory,
he did not think the entrance to either of
them wus anything like 700ft., and he
knew these entrances were tuken by sail-
ing vessels often without steam. He did
not think a “P. & 0.” stecamer would be
afraid to negotinte this harbour at TFre-
mantle with a depth of 30ft. and an
entrance of 700ft., especially bearing in
mind that she would be i perfectly
smooth  water.  With regurd to the
question of sand travel, the result of their
experience so fur had only confirined the
belief he had always entertained that this
danger had been exaggerated.  He always
Lelieved that it was nothing appreciable,
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aud thul the whole of the mischicf
to our river had been from inside the
river itself by the washing away of
the North bank. He thought the country
might congratulate itself upon the work
now heing carried on at Fremantle.
It was a work of national imporlance,
and, if the present Ministry had no other
record ab all—he knew they had-—these
harbour works when completed would he
a monument of which any Ministry might
feel proud. It wmst be borne in mind
Lhat these harbour works, apart from
Lheir own importance, opened up other
avenues of cinployment, in the erection
and maintenance of dry docks or graving
docks, and in other directions. which
would tend largely to the prosperity of
the place, and he far-reaching in their
effects. He could only express au hope
that he might be spared to see the con-
pletion of the work. No one in the
country would rejoice more than he did,
as he anticipated very great benefits to
acerne from 1t to the whole community.

Me. B. ¥F. SHOLL referred to the
necessity of provision being made for the
cleaning of the Gtovernment dredges and
other vessels by the construction of slips
or dry docks. It was oue of the first
things that ought to be done in connection
with our harbour works. He instanced
the condition of the dredge at Albuny,
which he said was so foul that it was not
safe to move il.

Sie J. G. LEE STEERE fell bound to
make sote observations upon this ques.
tion of harbour works at Fremantle,
beciwuse as regards one phase of the
question he thought he might speak with
gome authority, und that was with refer-
cnce to the possibility of large ocean-going
steamers, such as the mail steamers,
coming in to this inner harhour. If this
work were to he curried out according to
the original plan, as approved by the
joint committee two ycars ago, he ven-
tured to say—notwithstanding what bhad
fullen fromn the Director of Public Works
—that no large ocean steamer, coming
here to make a short stay, would ever
jeopardise herself by entering that har-
hour. Every captain or naulical man who
had buen here, and asked the question,
had said they would vever think of
bringing in their vessels within that bar,
if the harbour were constructed accord-
ing to the original plan. He said that



668 Loun Rill, 1894.
too from his own cxperience. No pru-
dent captain would do so.  He guve every
evedit to the Engmcer-in-Chicf for being
an expert in engincering, but neither he
nor the Director of Public Works had the
shightest idew of what the requirements of
nuvigation were, if they thought that
Large steamers were going to make use
of that inner harbowr.  [Tur Prexmer:
In fine weather *]  We wanted a harbour
where they could come in in rough
weather.
entrance to this inside basin?  Accord-
iy to the originad plan it "was only 600
feet, bt he belicved it was now proposed
to make it 700 feet, and, inside the
basin where the wharves would he, it
would be 800 feet.
Lo exercise their own conumoen sease, and
consider whether uny prudent man would
bing i a vessel, 500 feet o lengtly, ltke
the “P. and 9. stewmers—and they
would le longer presently—into that
basin, in a heavy gale, where he would
only have 800 feet to turn round in?  TE
their muin ohjuect was to get these large
steners to call at Tremanile he had no
hesitation in saying that if these works
were carried ont as oripinally intended,
that object would not be attained.  The
Colonial Trensurer had stated that he
hoped, hefore the House prorogued, to be
wble to lay om the table a revised plan,
showing what the Government now
wished Lo do—that was, Lo curry out the
North mole o considerable distunce farther
to the Westward and give it a turn to the
Semdhward, so as to prolect the outer
turbour from the South-Westerly and
Westerly gales. He believed if that were
varried out and the mole extended far
enough, it would do all we require, and
woe would have elinost as fine a bharbour
as there was in the world, available for
ovean-going  steumers  thai only come
here for o short time, and which could
nol afford the time to go into this
inoer harbour, where they wmight not be
able to el out aain for days. Therefore
it had given him great pleasure to hear
that the Governnent were considering
the advisability of revising the oricinal
scheme, 50 us (o carry out the North
mole a sufficient distance, with an arm

harbour, which would he available for
steamers at all times,
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there would then be any necessity for
this South mole; but he was not engineer
enough to say it was not required.  All
he could say was, it had not been proved
to his satisfuction that it was required.
Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W, Venn) would
only say a few words. He had no wish

- to say anything likely to excite discus-

Wihat was the width of the

He asked members

sion, or against what had been said by
the Spenker. They all knew pretly well
that if that hon. gentlemun once formed
an opiniun upon a subject, he was very
well able (o stick to it, and generally did
stick to it ; they also knew that he hud
considered this question for some years,
and also had some experience of his own;
therefore his opinion was so fur valuable,
and worthy of the attention of the
House. But when he spoke about the
cintrance to this harbour hciug NULTOW,
he must have forgotton that at Albany
the entrance to the inner harbour is
ouly 200ft., and the largest ocean-going
steamers had navigated that. Tt was not
only & marrow enirance, but also some-
what tortuows, until the dredge was
employed fo straighten it out, and fo
widen it to 400[i. But, previous to
these improvements, the largest sleamers
entered that harbour.  Possibly the
Speaker would prefer to navigate this
200ft. enlrance at Albuny than a GOOftL.
entrance at Fremantle?  [8Sir James Leg
Sreerk: Hear, hear.] He might say that
Le had veports from all parts of the
world where their harbours had narrow
entrances, and the conclusion he had
formed was not in accord with the
Speaker’s opinion on this subject. It
was suid that, if they got in, they would
not be able to zet oub armin withoul a
great deal of trouble. That was simply
a question of giving them room enough,
When it was suggested that the width
of this inuer basin should only he 800ft.
it was not an arbitrary cast-iron decision,
not to he departed from at any cost.  If
necessary, there was plenty of room to
make it 1,200ft.  One of the reasons
why it had not been proposed Lo make it

Cowider than 800fL, was that the recluimed

land on the North shore of the river

I would hecome very valuable indeed for
to the Southward, to give us a fine outer

wharves, and other purposes.  Bnt there
wits 1o reason why the basin should not

He had some | be made wider and the reclaimed area
doubts in his own mind as to whether ¢+ smaller.

You could have u basin of
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1,2000t., 1,400ft., or 1.660ft. if you liked.
 Mr. Tworow: At an extra cost.. Nota
very greit deal. The original den was
that the whole of the material pauped
out by the dredaer should be utilised on
the land on the river bank, up fo u certain
level; but there was no reason why the
tevel shonld not be rised much higher
than originally propesed, and so got rid
of the extra material that would e
pumped up if they made the basin wider.
Therefore he did aot think there would
be mueli trouble in providing a much
larger hasin inside the viver, if neces-
sary. With regurd to the South mole,
the Speaker said he did not think there
was much necessity forit.  But he might
tell him that one great reason why they
wanted this South mole was in view of
dredging requivements.  They were im-
porting new what was known as a bucket
dredger, for working at ihe entrance
of the river, and, owing to the rigidity
of vessels of that stamp, and for other
reasons, it was nn absolute impossibility
to work them in anvthing but smooth
water. TF worked in water that was in
the lenst rough the machinery would he
smashed in a very short time. It hud
been found so in every part of the world,
Therefore, before we could use this bucket
dredger at the bar at all 1t wenld he
necessary 1o have the bar well profected,
go as to ensure smooth water for the
dredger to work in. - That was one reison
ouly, but it was a weighty reason, as we
could nol deal with the bar cffectively
without this large picee of Houting
machinery. Another important reason for
Iaving this South mole was that unless you
protected the channel the chanees were it
would eventnally fill up.  Whal was
mare, there was o lot of sea wuy connng
in from the Southward, and the harbour
would certainly not be sach a good
harbour without that South mole.  The
neeessity  for the South mole was, he
thought, on the face of it, very apparent
indeml.  Ax to the great stress Inid apon
the “P. and 0.” bouats coming into this
harbour, be did not know that he placed
so murh importance upon it as somwe
members did. He thought our main
object at present should he 1o secure a
harhour for the trade and shipping of the
colony. At any rate it was only i gues-
tion of pounds, shillings, and pence.  If
the House was prepared to go m for the
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extrn expenditure— ] he seninred to
say it wonld be a very large one indeed—
and extend the mole Fromw 30 frel depth
to a depth of 50 fect, and carry out 1he
scheme  suggestd by (he Premier, no
doubt they would have one of the finest
harbours in the worll. Bul he was
almost inclined to think that with the
present resonrces of the colony they had
better e content to enrry out the present
scheme, and, if they found it insufticient,
te go or with the other allerwards.

Mg. MORAN thought thal in con-
sidering this question ol u river harbour
they had a good example of what could
Le done if they looked to Brisbane, where
the river had a current at least {wice
or three times as rapid as the Swan. Tt
was also very tortuous and liable to
floods, Lut that did not deter the Govern-
ment from making the river available for
shipping; and at the present moment the
largest vessels afloat anchored safely on
etther side of the river, at North or South
DBrisbane.  When he first came to this
colony he could not lLelp notiving the
magnificent reach of water they had in
the Swan, far superior in the estent of
its reaches and facilities for navigation to
what they had at Brisbane.  If he might
venture on a small prophecy he might
say that the day was not far distant when
they would have thewr shipping coming
up to Perth, because, once they crossed
the Rubicon, it was only a question of
time for them to come up to the city.
Therefore, he did not sce the necessity
for any claborate outer anchorage al
Fremantle,  When they made this inner
harbour, and enitbled vessels to cross the
river bar, the death knell of Fremantle as
an impottant shipping port was sounded.
The trend of the present mareh of
civilisation was {o have o country’s ship-
ping trade, if possible, al the capital city
as had been done at Brishane, so that
vossels might e unloaded diveet inta the
warchouses,  The difficulties at Brishane
were mieh greiter than they were here,
with our sluggish tides amd absence of
floods and less tortuous passazes.  Onee
having made @& safe and commodions
harhour inside the river, their next step
would be to bring vessels right up to
Perth, and the day was not far distant
when 1he largest vessels ofloat wounld T
found riding in the river opposite the
Swan Brewery.  With the fucilities they
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had for establishing manufactories of all
kinds on the bunks of the river, at Rocky
Buay and other places, it was simply a
question of time when such facilities as
were lying at their door would be availed
of. In view of the coming transconti-
nental railway, he looked upon this
harbonr sclens as the greatest asset the
country could possess.

Mg. SOLOMON thought it was scarcely
necessary to labour this guestion, because
he believed members generally were pre-
pared to snpport the item. For a great
nunber of years they had been in the
habit of getbing the opinions of profes-
sional experts, one after the other, each
with some scheme of his own, to advise
them as to the best plan of harbour im-
provements at Fremantle; and eventually
Parliament, acting npon the advice of a
gentleman who, he believed, was second to
none of those previously consulted, de-
cided upon the scheme they were now
carrying out. They had always, when
this question came up for discussion, a
number of amateur engineers ready with
their advice, but he thought they could
not do better than trust themselves im-
plicitly in the hands of their Engineer-in-
Chief. Tf they did so, he did not think
they need fear the ultimate result.  As
to Lhe necessity of the South mole, he did
not think there was any member who was
hetter able to judge of that question than
the how. member for Perth (Mr. Rundell),
with his experience of o life-time in con-
nection with the viver trade and the
harbour, and having given the question
a lwrge amount of consideration from his
eivrliest days.  In addition to the reasons
wlready given for having this South mole
constructed, there was the further reason
that it would increase the scouring force
necessary to prevent the channel from
silting, and to enable the current to carry
away the accumulation of sand that
dritted into the channel. With regard
to graving docks, that was o work the
necessity for which he believed he was the
first to allade to when addressing his
constituents, and he was very glad the
subject had cropped up again, for it
struck him that if they wanted these
harbour works to pay they must losc no
time in providing a dry dock, which, in
his opinion, was a necessary factor to
attuin that end.  He believed that if we
had had a dry dock here years ago, we
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should have had large vessels coming
here for overhauling, Fremantle being
the first port they could call at. Tt was
the absence of such a dock which, in his
opinion, had prevented Fremantle from
being a port of greater importance than
it yet was, and he hoped this question
would not be lost sight of in connection
with these harbour improvements.

Me. PEARSE said it was quite to be
expected that the hon. member for
Albany would oppose this ifem, but he
felt sure the good sense of the House
would resent the hon. member'sopposition,
and that members were not prepared to
listen to him on this occasion. The work
now going on at Fremantle was an
excellent one, and he did not think they
couldl do hetter than leave the construction
of it. in the hands of their Engineer-in-
Chief, to whom the credit was due of
designing it.  Thev were safer in his
hands than in the hands of amateur
engineers, whether they came frem Bris-
bane or anywhere else. With regard
to the construction of the South mole,
he thought the remarks of the hou.
member for Perth, with his lifelong
experience, were worthy of greal weight,
and he did not think any one in that
House would venbure to dispute the hon.
member's views as to the necessity of that
mole.  He guite agreed with what the
hon. member had said on the subject, and
he earnestly hoped the committee wonld
not interfere with this vote, but let this
important work be carried out with as
little delay as possible.  When fimished,
he was surc they would have good reason
to be salisfied with it, and the colony to
be proud of its harbour.

Mr. RICHARDSON thought it would
be a very funmy thing, indeed, if they
were going to suppose that a man like
the Engineer-in-Chiet was going to ve-
commend an expenditure of hundreds of
thousands of pounds in comstructing a
harbour to accommodate large steamcrs,
if those steamers once they got m could
not gel out again.  He could hardly
conceive such a thing. It certainly would
he the death-knell of his reputation ; and
it was a very poor complimenf to the
select committee who considered this
scheme, if it was thought they would
have recommended it without satisfying
themselves on such o vital point as that.
It also seemed a very strange thing to
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him, looking at the question from an
ordinary common-sense view, if a steamer
500ft. long, but not more than 50ft. wide,
could not enter a barbour that was 600Et.
or 700ft. in width, with 30ft. of water.
As to the South mole, he had heard a
greal deal of ohjection about it outside,
and he took the opportunity of speaking
to the Engineer-in-Chief on the subject,
und Mr. O’Connor cxplained to him that
it would not be wise to do without this
mole, one of the main reasons being the
necessity for keeping the channel clear,
Dirvectly you made a big hole in o sandy
bottom, as they all know, there was o
tendency to Al up again, and there was
a possible danger. that, after spending
thousunds of pounds in deepening this
channel, it might fill up again, unless they
afforded it some protection,

Mr. WOOD sud he had naturally
taken great interest in this question of
harbour improvements at Fremantle for
many years, and he haifed with genuine
satisfuction the adoption ab last of some
definite and well-considered scheme.  As
to the details of that scheme, he was
guite coutent to let the responsibility rest
upon the Enginecr-in-Chief; he was the
man they paid to do it, and if the
Engineer-in-Chief could not be trusted in
the matter be was very sure no member
in that House could. That wentleman
was the respounsible adviser of the Govern-
ment, and he did not think he would risk
]us professional reputation Ly undertak-
ing a work which be could not curry out,

Ttem agreed to.

Ttem S—Devclopmcut of Goldfields and
Mineral Resouwrces, £70,000:

Me. RICHARDSON moved, as an
amendment, that the item be veduced by
£20,000. He did so for this reason: on
a previous Loan Bill there was a similar
itens, and he endeavoured at the time to
urge upon the Government the desir-
ablity of allocating the amount to the
various goldfields, so as to ensure o fair
proportion of il being spent upon the
Northern goldfields, so that they might
have it in black and white that so much
of the amount was for those fields and
for no others. But on that occasion he
could not get more than a general as-
surance from the Government that the
claitms of all parts of the colony would he
considered in the expenditure of the vole.

As a matter of Fact, however, nearly the |
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whole of it was expended on the Yilgarn
goldfields, while the Northern goldfields
only got about £9,000, and he believed
the greatest portion of that went in pro-
viding telegraph communication with the
fields. Phe Murchison, he believed, got
abont £16,000 altogether. If the sume
proportion was going to be observed in
regard to this item, he did not think the
thhu n people \mnld be satisfied, and
his object in moviug his amendment, was
to get this £20,000 (oul of the £70,000)

allocated to  the Northern goldfields.
They had already agreed o devote

hundreds of thousands of pounds in
building o railway to Cooclgardie, and
they might rest assurcd that the Eastern
ficlds, beirg nearer home, would get the
lion’s share of thig item, and that unless
o specific vote was approprinted for the
fields in the more distant purts of the
colony, the claims of those parts would be
overlooked., For these reasons he hoped
the committes would assist him in corry-
ing this amendment, with the view of
afterwards moving that this £20,000 he
allocated for the development of gold-
fields North of the tropic of Capricorn—
North of o Southern line to the Pilbaria
goldfield.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said the object of the hon. member was,
no doubt, to allow his constituents and
the people of the North to see that there
was something in this Toan Bill in their
favour. But, really, he did not sce the
neeessity of doing that in the Bill; they
were not appropriating this money at
the present time, The Lown Estimates
had yet to be brought down, and the
woney could then be allocated. [Me.
Ricvarpson: The same old cry.] The
Government were willing and ready to do
everything they could to further the
interests of these Northern fields. They
had already promised the hon. member to
make a survey for a railway to some of
them ; and there was no reason at all for
doubting the intentions of the Govern-
ment in these matters. He really did not
know why the hon. member should want
to carmark these items in this way.
What was the objeet of it ?

Mr. Ricrarpson: Because there is
mistrust.

Tneg PREMIER (Hoa. Sir .J. Forrest)
had no sympathy with people who mis-
trusted Parhument, and who mistrusted
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the Government, when they were trying
to do their best for the interests of the
whole colony, for every parl of the country
to the extent of its deserts. He should
be sorry if the hon. member or his
constituents thought they would be able
to wet more ont of the Government,
simply because o particular sum  was
allocated to  their district, than they
otherwise woulil.

Mr. CONNOR sai? the Premier told
thewn that this Bill was brought forward
in the interests of the whole eolony.  1le
was glud to hear it. Any man who sat
there and was not prepared to do what he
could in the best infercsts of the whole
colony did not deserve to sit there at all.
At the same time, he saw no reasen why
they shonld not endeavour to got justice
done to their own disricts. Unless this
amendment were carried, he proposed to
introduce one himself.  They had o Bill
here empowering the CGovernment to
borrow u million and a halt of money,
and it appeared to him they were asked
to go blndly and say that whatever the
Government liked to do with the money
would be all richt. He objected to it
He thought that vv ery part of the colony
that helped to pay the interest on these
loans, by paying taxes, shonld have a
voice in the spending of this money, and
have its fair share of it.  There were
certnin interests which it was the duty
of members representing the Northern
districts to bring before the Touse, and,
as one of those membhers, he hiud o right
to insist that some of this loan money
should be expended in the interests of the
Northern parts of the colony. When the
loan of £1,336,000 was before the House
they had a promise that the wants of the
North would not be overlovked in any
future loan.  They had now another loan
hefore them, but he did not see the
interests of the North provided for in it.
When the last loan ( £540,000) was under
consideration, he raised the same ohjee-
tion, and he was twitted by the Direetor
of Public Works, who asked him what
ihout the £48,000 in the Bill for the
development of coldtields and mineral
FesONrees ¥

At 30 pan
chair.

the Chairman left the

At 730 p.am. the Chairman resinid the
chair.
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Mr. CONNOR, continuing his remaiks
on Item B, said he would persist in draw-
ing attention, at every opportumty, to the
unfair manner in which the North hal
been deprived of its proportion of leoan
expenditure out of the last two loans.
The Premier had referred to his previous
rentarks as being foolish, but they would
continue to be foolish, in that sense, until

justice was done to his constituency.  In
saying bhe would vole against every

measute for the South, he meant every
measwre that did nef give a fair share to
the North—not a proportionafe share of
support, becanse Northerners knew they
would not get it, but some small share,
by way of acknowledying  that  the
Northern people did contribute to the
revenue of the country.  The North
wanted to be acknowledged.

Tue Premrer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
What do yon want?

Mr. CONNOR said no member had
greater respeet fov the Premier than him-
:-lf but what would the Premier's
uonstituents say if he told them e
could get nothing for them from the
Government, that they were 2 people not
acknowledwed, that althougheach taxpayoer
hitd to contribute to the genceral revenue
amd to help in paying interest on loans, yot
they were nof to have any publie money
spent in their district ¥ Yet that was
the position which he (Mr. Connor) was
in; but, as to being patriotic, he did not
how even to the Premier.  As to the
Northerners finding an increasing market
in the Sonth for their produce, the North
way the only part of the colony that
could grow enttle, and that was a reason
why some consideration should be given
to the North. Tf the hon. member for
the De Grey would alter his amendment
s0 as to allot definite amounts to the
North, he would support. it ; say £14,000
to the Pilbarm goldfield, and £6,000 to
East Kimberley, that being the goldfield
which had heen the making of the colony.

Me. RICHARDSON said he would
withdraw his amendment in Eavour of the
ome sugeested.

Awmendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. CONNOTL moved, as an amend-
meunt, “ That the following words be in-
“serted in the item, after the word
“tpegources’: fand shall be allocated
“in the following manner:  £50,000 for
“the Murehison and Yilgarn goldfields ;
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“¥£15,000 for Pilbarra goldfields; and |
“ 45,000 for Kimberley goldfields.” ™

Mr. LOTON said many members would
be in favour of a reasonable proportion
of the £70,000 being spent in developing
the Northern goldfields; but he did not
think it desirable to place in the Schedule
an amendment of this kind, allotting
particular sums. A general assurance
from the Government should be sufli-
cient,

Mzr. R. F. 8HOLL protested against
the manner in which, he said, some pre-
vious loans had been expended. In the
Loan Bill of 1891 an item of £70,000
was allotted for the development of gold-
fields and mineral resources; and in the
Loan Bill of 1893 another item of £40,000
was allotted ; but certain returns then on
the table showed that some of the money
so allotted had been improperly expended,
and the same method was apparent in the
present Schedule. For instance, he did
not think the amounts for the erection of
public buildings at various places should
come out of a loan vote for the develop-
ment of goldfields.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
What ought to come out of it ?

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said the money so
allotted should be expended in construct-
ing telegraphs, providing water on gold-
fields, making tanks, making roads, and
other such things ; but certainly the
building of gaols, ‘quarters and offices
for wardens, and such works should not
¢ome out of an item for the development
of goldfields and mineral resources. The
goldfields would develop without expen-
sive buildings, and these works should
come out of a different vote. The
Auditor General ought to bave queried
any such sums, and brought the expendi-
ture under the notice of Parliament.

Ter Preuier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
What vote would you take the money out
of for these works?

Me. B. F. SHOLL said surely such
expenditure was not within the spirit or
letter of this vote. The returns of ex-
penditure, then on the table, showed that
the loan accounts had been improperly
kept, and that no control was exercised.
Separate accounts of all loan moneys
should bhe kept, so that, if Parliament
required the details of expenditure, they
counld be supplied. He found £27,000
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together in the returns, without details.

' He saw, from a newspaper telegram, that

Coolgardic had just declared war against
the colony generally; so that even the
large expenduture of £77,000 on the Yil-
garn and Coolgardie goldfields did not
satisfy the péople out there. The Mur-
chison goldfields had had £16,500 spent
on them, about £12,000 being for the
telegraph line, which was not yet finished.
If that line had been finished twelve
months ago it might have earned sufficient
revenue by this time to pay for the whole
cost of construction. He believed the
Government were willing to provide what
warks were necessary for the Northern

| goldfields, and they ought to put on the

Loan Estimates sufficient for coustruct-
]i??%da telegraph to the Marble Bar gold-
eld.

Tue: Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the (Gtovernment could provide the
money for this work in advance, before
the loan was raised in the market.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said it would hardly
be right to construct a loan work before
the money allotted for it was actually
raised.

Mr. CONNOR said the Kimberley
goldfield had been the means of establish-
ing the great mining industry which was
placing this coleny in its present grand
position ; and if the small population at
present on the Kimberley field could not
get justice from Parliament, they asked
for at least some small consideration.
He knew many gold mines in the Kim-
berley district that were hung up, but
which had previously been yielding 1;
ounces to the ton, at a depth. Such a
vield would satisfy him, if it did not
satisfy others.

Mz, RICHARDSON said there was
some ground for the complaint as to the
treatment of the Northern goldfields
hitherto; but while he thought some
definite allocation of the loan money in
this item was desirable, yvet he hoped the
Northern members would not be too
parochial in their ideas in dealing with
a measure of wide scope. It was not
enough to tell such members that they
should trust the Government in the spend-
ing of this money. If a definite amount
of money was to be allocated to harbeur
works at Geraldton, in Item 10, why not
allot other amounts to particular districts
in the North ?
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Mr. Stapsow said the reason for this

allocation was that Geraldton was so
important.

Mz. RICHARDSON said that as nearly
a million of money was provided for other
goldfields in the Bill, it was not a large
request the Northern members were
making in asking for £20,000 to be allo-
cated to the Northern goldfields, and this
appeared to be the right place in the
Schedule for making the allocation. The
pressure on the Government came from
mining companies interested in mines
about. Coolgardie ; but instead of the
population on those goldfields showing
gratitude for the large expenditure among
them, they were talking of separating and
setting up a colony on their own account.
If a definife allocation were made in the
Bill at this stage, the position of the
Government would be fortified as against
such pressure from outside.

Mz, MORAN said the hon. member
for the De Grey, in referring to a certain
cry for separation, should distinguish
between a claptrap meeting and the
opinion of the Yilgarn constituency as a
whole. In reading newspaper reports,
persons of intelligence were expected to
discriminate. Would the Northern mem-
bers be coutent to distribute the loan
expenditure on a population basis? [Mr,
Connor: Yes.] Then there were 10,000
people in the Yilgarn constitvency, and
only a few hundreds on the Northern
goldfields. Nearly everything the 10,000
people used or consumed had to pay
mmport duty to the Government. The hon.
member for the De Grey said members
should not be too parochial, and yet that

_ hon. member's speech was entirely paro-
chial. He {(My. Moran) had heen the fivst
member of the House to advocate a trial
survey for a railway to the Pilbarra gold-
field.

Mzr. Ricrarnson said the hon. mem-
ber was the first to advocate everything.

M=r. MORAN said that, until the Gov-
ernment had provided water on the Yil-
garn goldfields sufliciently to place them
on an equality with other goldfields in
that necessary requirement, they wonld
not have done justice. Water was one
of the first necessaries of life, and, unless
men were enabled to live, they could not
be on an equal footing with people on
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colony that ag much of the present item
should be spent on the Coolgardie gold-
fields as was necessary for providing
water. He claimed that Coolgardie was
“ the cynosure of every eye.” Thousands
of men were leaving the Murchison gold-
fields for Coolgardie, and it was the duty
of the Government to follow those men
and provide water for them. He hoped
the House would not hamper the hands
of the Government in the matter of this
expenditure. He had not seen in the
newspapers any evidence of an outery
for great public works in the North.

Tree PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said the amount of this item was not very
large; and it was difficnlt for hon. mem-
bers to realise the obligations of the Gov-
erninent to provide water on the Enstern
goldfields, where water was so scarce.
He expected o large expenditure in the
Coolgardie goldfields would be necessary
for providing water. At the same time,
he sympathised with the hon. member
(Mr. Connor), in the desire that he should
be assured of a certain portion of this
money being expended on Northern gold.
fields. But the two hon. members who
had advocated a special allocation of
money to the North had not been able
to tell the committee what public works
they desired to have constructed.

Mg. RBicHarpson: We will tell you
that when you tell us how you will spend
the £70,000.

Tue PREMIER {(Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he would tell that to the committee
at once. The £70,000 was chiefly for
water supply, with the exception of some
public buildings and roads on goldfields.

Mz, Simeson asked whether Southern
Cross was to have a water supply.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he was desirous that there should be
a water supply for Southérn Cross and
for the mines there. The hon. member
for East Kimberley (Mr. Connor) seemed
to have lately taken a new line, by com-
plaining of injustice and a want of
sympathy in reference to his district.
Tt wounld be well to tell him of some facts
to the contrary, The mail service to the
far North had been lately arranged by
the Government upon a new contract at
great expense ; and if some other Govern-
ment had been in office, they would

other fields where water was readily oh-. | probably have left out the extension to
tainable. It was of interest to the whole | Wyndham as too expensive, because the
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coastal steamship servige could have been
obtaimed for about half the amount of the
present subsidy by leaving out the port of
Wyndham. When it became necessary
to decide the matter, he said “No; we
will not go back; the service must include
the far North;” and the result was that
the Government were now paying at the
rate of £6,000 a year for that service,
instead of paying less than £4,000 if it
stopped short of Wyundham. Another
large expenditure was the sum of about
£15,000 devoted out of the loan of 1891
to the completion of the telegraph line to
the far North; and although £60,000 had
heen previously spent on the work, yet it
was tégarded by some hon. members as of
so little use to the colony, that, when
the present Government proposed to
complete the work, the member for the
Gascoyne said the line was uscless and
should be left to rust and rot. The
present Government alse built wharves
for shipping stock at Wyndham, besides
cattle yards and other conveniences at
great expense. A number of police were
maintained in that district at great ex-
pense. Mail services were also carried
on thronghout that district. A Govern-
ment establishinent was kept up at
Wyndham, also at Hall's Creek, although
the settled population was very small.
If the hon. member (Mr. Connor) got
£15,000 allocated to the Northern gold-
fields, as proposed in his amendment,
how would he spend the money ? Hon.
members would observe also that in Ttem
18 there was provision for telegraph ex-
tension in the Pilbarra district. The enly
sums the Grovernment intended to expend
in the Pilbarra district, out of Item 8,
would be £5,000 for public buildings, also
£2,000 for examination of a proposed
railway route, and £2,000 or £3,000 for
water supply, making a total of about
£10,000; therefore, if Northern members
were assured of these sums heing spent
out of the £70,000 for “development
of” goldfields and wineral resources,”
their districts would get a fair share. 1f
£5,000 were allotted to the two Kim-
berleys, he (the Premier) did not see how
the money could be usefully expended,
unless the hon. member for East Kim-
berley desired to give bonuses for sinking
wells. The Government were most anxious
to meet the views of Northern members ;
and he regretted that any member should
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i think there was a desire on the part

of the Government not to act fairly
towards the North, or towards any
district. Tf the Government consented
to the allocation of £10,000 for Pil
barra goldfields and £5,000 for the
Kimberley districts, he could not pro-
mise that all the money would be
spent, except as required. The portion
for Kimberley would be spent only as
necessity arose, and of this the Govern.
ment must be the judges. He' could
easily see how the £10,000 could be
spent for Pilbarra, because the Govern-
ment were pledged to more than that
amount, already. As to the objection

- that loan money should not be used for

public buildings, this course had been
followed before, and he supposed it
would be again. The settlers in the
North, who lived an isolated life, often
thonght they were neglected by the
Government; and he knew that his own
relative up there considered himself very
unjustly treated by the Government
because they did not de this or would
not do that. That state of feeling was
the resalt of being isolated and in a
climate not too comfortable. He hoped
the members for the North would fall in
with the view he had stated.

Mr. RICHARDSON said he would
aceept the Premier’s suggestion, with a
proviso that if the Government found
there was anything required urgently, in
excess of the £10,000 for Pilbarra, they
would not tie down the expenditure to
that amount.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that any such requirement would be
met ont of ordinary revenue.

Mr. MONGER said he took this
opportunity, the first he had had, of re-
plying to an attack made on himself in
his absence, and of congratulating the
mining community of Yilgarn upon
having refurned a gentleman like that
{pointng to Mr. Moran) to represent
them.

Me. Moraxw usked whether the hon.
member was in order in pointing to
another hon. member?

Tue CEarruan was understood to say
the hon. member must not point.

Mz. MONGER said he congratulated
the mining community of Coolgardie and
Southern Cross upon having returned to
this House, as their representative, a
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man--—he would neot call hun an hon.
member—a man after the stamp of the
hon. gentleman who recently spoke. He
did not feel it a compliment to sit in this
House with a gentleman of the stamp of
the hon. member for Coolgardie.

TrE Cmairman: Speak to the item,
please.

Mz. Moranr said it was o very cowardly
practice to attack a membor under Parlia.
wentary privilege. The hon. member
for York would not say it outside.

Me. MONGER said he would say it
outside at any time.

MEr. Moraw said the hon. member was
not man enough.

Mr. MONGER szid he would promise
that what he said in this House, under
the privilege alluded to by the member for
Yilgarn, he would say to him when he had
the pleasure of meeting him outside. One
would think, from the remarks that fell
from the hon. member, that there was but
one goldfield in Western Australia, and
that was the goldfield surrounding Cool-
gardie. Thathon. member, heing new tothe
colony, overlooked the fact that the Kim-
berley goldfields first attracted attention
© to Western Australia as a gold-hearing
eountry. It was surprising to find that,
when an amendment Tike this was brought
forward, the member representing the
last-discovered goldfield in the colony was
the first to resent a fair and reasonable
apportionment of loan money to Northern
goldfields. The Premier might well have
accepted the amendment in the form in
which it was moved, without deducting
anything on account of Pilbarra. He
hoped that in his opening remarks he had
not been too personal; but anything per-
sonal he might have said of the man who
represented Yilgarn he would not, in the
language of an Irishman, say he was
sorry for.

M=r. Morarx said the hon. member for
- York was not an Irishman, or he would
be a little better mannered.

Mr. LEAKE, referring to the amend-
ment, asked whether the Government
intended to provide a water supply for
the niines, in their proposal to spend so
large a sum for providing water on gold-
fields ? If that was the intention, the
House should set itself against any
expenditure for supplying water to mines.
The duty of the Government was com-
pleted when water was provided along
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the roads. It scemed that wearly the
whole £70,000 was intended to he spent
on the Yilgarn and Ceolgardie goldfields;
and, if that was so, hon. members should
vote against the whole item. If some
public buildings were to be paid for out of
this vote, how were the Government going
to expend the ¢rdinary revenue f This
expenditure of loan money, as proposed
by the Government, was establishing a
dangerous principle; and as the same
kind of tbing would crop up year after
year, in the form of fresh demands for
such works, the Government would have
to bring in another Loan Bill for half a
million within three years. That was
what this principle meant. The vevenue
derived from goldfields should be applied
to their development, instead of loan
money being used for developing gold-
fields. By not bringing in the Estimates
earlier, members were not supplied with
necessary information by means of which
they could criticise this Bill; and the
Government were thrusting the Bill
down the throats of mewmbers in an
unstatesmanlike manner. He would pre-
fer to see Item 8 struck out; but, if
not, then there should be a more liberal
expenditure on Northern goldfields, which
had not received sufficient attention lat-
terly.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL said the manner of
expending loan money on goldfields was
placing the revenue m a fictitious posi-
tion. )

Tre PrEmigr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
‘We ure spending on them more than we
n.r(ifett'mg from them.

r. R. F. SHOLL objected to the
expending of loan money on public build-
ings as not being fair. und said the
necessary works on the goldfields ought
to be paid for out of the ordinary revenue.
In fact, the Government were taking
credit for the whole receipts from gold-
fields, and were borrowing money to ex-
pend on works upon the fields which
ought to be provided out of the ordinary
revenue,

Me. MORAN, replying to the wmember
for Albany, said it was not enough to
provide water along the roads and on gold-
fields, but water should be provided for
goldfield towns also. He knew men who
were leaving the coleny hecause they
could not prospect on the fields for want
of water. Referring to the personal re-
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marks made by the member for York, he -

desired to reply to them.

Tre CHAIRMAN said the hon. mem-
ber must speak o the item, and not make
personal remarks.

Mgr. MORAN persisted in saying he
ought to be allowed to reply.

Tur CHATRMAN said Ttem 8 was
the only question before the committee.

Mr. MORAN said he was sorry the
Chairman should allow a personal attack
to be made upon himself, yet would not
allow him to reply.

Tae CHATRMAN said the hon. mem-
ber must confine himself to the item.

Mz. MORAN asked the House to
judge between them:. He asked for the
ruling of the Speaker on the guestion
whether he might be allowed to defend
himself against the attack which had
been made.

Tae CHAIRMAN said that if the hon.
member did not wish to speak to the
item he should sit down.

Mr. MORAN moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion not seconded.

Mr. CONNOR, referring to the item,
said be would accept the Premier’s sug-
gestion, and alter the words of his
amendment accordingly.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. CONNOR moved, as a fresh
amendment, “That the following words
be inserted in the item, after the word
‘ resources '—' including £10,000 for the
Pilbarra goldfields, and £5,000 for the
Kimberley districts.””

Mr. H W. SHOLL supported the
fresh amendment, and said some thou-
sands of pounds which had been appro-
priated in the Loan Act of 1891, for
works in the Roebourne district, remained
unexpended, unless the money had gone
elsewhere.

Amendment put and passed.

Item, as amended, agreed to.

Ttem 9—Development of Agriculture,
including Land Purchase, Clearing Land,
Draining of Land, Market in Perth, and
Cold Storage, £40,000 :

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
in explaining the reasons for the item,
said some harsh expressions had been
already used in reference to this proposal
of the Government by a few opponents.
The policy of the Government was to
promote the development of agriculture

I
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concurrently with the development of

the mineral resources of the colony. 'Lhe
explanatory words in the item were
intended to make clear the intentions of
the Government as to the works they
contemplated for developing agriculture.
The want of production was one of the
great wants of the colony. Firstly, as to
a sumn for purchasing land near railways.
The intention was to sell the purchased
land in small areas upon conditions of
occupation, improvement, and repayment
of the additional outlay incurred. He
quite expected to heur such objections as
this: “ What do you want to purchase
land for; surely you have enough land ?»
A}l the colonies had found the necessity
of repurchasing land for agricultural
purposes in suitable situations. The
New South Wales Parliament considered
a large measure of that kind last year;
the Queensland Parliament had a Bill of
the kind before it at the present time;
and the Government of this colony desired,
to be empowered to purchase suitable
blocks near railways, when the owners
were willing to sell, and the circum-
stances were favourable for promoting
settlement and cultivation. There was
no intention to rush into the market for
buying land, but it might be desirable
to purchase particular blocks when oppor-
tunity offered. The Government did not
intend to resuwme any land at present, but
only to take power for purchasing suit-
able land that might be in the market.
As to clearing Crown land for occupation,
he believed this would assist many
persons who would prefer to take land on
which they could start cultivation at
once. The Agricultural Bank funds
would be available, with other funds, for
this purpose. As to draining land, there
was some Crown land, particularly the
Harvey Agricultural Area, near the South.-
Western Railway, which could not be
utilised without some general scheme of
drainage for the whole of the large
area; and as individuals could not
do such work for their separate hold-
ings without combined action in making
main drains, the Government thought
they could best utilise such land by
draining it before occupation, and charg-
ing the cost to occupiers. Some sur-
veys had heen made on the Harvey
Area, with a view to drainage. It would
be in the interest of the country to make



678 Loan Bill, 1894.
that land useful for settlement, the soil
being good. There might be other Crewn
lands which could be improved by drain-
age and made fit for cultivation. In all
guch cases, the largeness of the under-
taking prevented individual oceupiers
from attempting it. As to a warket in
Perth and cold storage for perishable pro-
duce, the Government helieved it would
be in the interest of town and country
alike that a beginning should be made in
Perth by providing a public market, with
cold storage attached, so that perishable
produce might be kept in a cool tempera-
ture until required for sale aund distribu-
tion among consumers. This experiment
would be particularly beneficial to Perth
and Fremantle, as the heginning of a
system of cold storage in connection with
the railways of the colony. It would
directly encourage production, by bring-
ing food products from all the country
districts served by railways, and would

. facilitate the distribution of food pro-
ducts on the goldfields and in towns
connected by railways. One of the
great wants, in & semi-tropical climate
like that prevailing gencrally in Australia,
was the means of preserving perishable
food products; and he had often wondered
why so little had been attempted in this
direction by Governments in other parts
of Australia until quite recently. It was
the desire of this Government to make a
beginning in Perth, with a view to the
early adoption of a general system of
cold storage in conuection with our rail-
ways throughout the colony. Before
gong into a large expense, the Govern-
ment, desired to see how the system would
work in the principal centre of population;
and that was the only reason for not
extending the system to Fremantle and
other towns in the first instance. It was
not prudent to rush into this scheme on a
large and general scale without frst
trying it on a smaller scale. Therefore,
he said, “ Give it a trial in Perth, and, if
successful, it can easily be extended to
other parts of the colony.” He regarded
this as a move in the right direction, and
would watch its operation with much
interest, believing it would result in good
to the whole colony, and be beneficial
to both producers and consumers. As
to the objection that the Government
would be interfering with a private
company already established in Perth,
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he noliced that private individuals became
much more active when interfered with
by competition than were the individuals
in this case before the Government in-
dicated their intention to provide cold
storage in connection with the ratlway
goods station in Perth., If a few share-
holders would be injured by this action
of the Government in carrying out a
public duty to the whole community, the
interests of those few shareholders wust
give way in these circumstances. He
desired to protect the interests of indi-
viduals as far as he could, but the in-
terests of the whole comunity were
more important than the interests of a
fow individuals. When a deputation in-
terviewed him recently in opposition to
this project, he was surprised to see so
many persons on it who were citizens of
Perth, because he had thought it was
essential that consumers in Perth should
have the means of having food preducts
brought to Perth and preserved in cool
chambers until required for use, and thus
prevent depreciation and decay, with the
consequent losses to all concerned. He
was himself a small sharcholder in the
private company referred to; but, in view
of the public necessities, he said his share
must take its chance, for he was going to
throw in his lot with that of the consum-
ing population, who were intervsted in the
supply of fresh and cheap food. He was
also trying to enable producers to send
their goods to a central arket under
such conditions as would prevent decay
and loss, for ne matter whether the pro-
ducers lived five miles or 200 miles from
Perth, they ought to have an opportunity
of sending their produce to market under
favourable conditions, and without the
great risk of its perishing before reaching
the consumers. Difficulties in the way of
this new system would have to be faced
and overcome; but.that the cold storage
system would be successful and beneficial
in connection with the railways of the
colony, he felt quite confident. He hoped
hon. members would support the Govern-
ment in this proposal, which had been
carefully considered hefore being put
forward in this Bill. Of all the items in
the Schedule, he believed that this sum of
£40,000 for the development of agricul-
ture, in the manner stated, would do as
much good in this country as any other
itewn in the Bill
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¥r. RANDELL said that, looking at ' and comsumers, and was of opinion that

the item as a whole, it was one that ought, !

not to appear in a Loan Bill. Was there
no other means of compelling owners of
land near railways to cultivate their
holdings? He was beginning to think
that pressure wmight be brought to bear
on such owners, either to cultivate their
land or dispose of it. e was afraid
that the Government, in re-purchasing
land through agents, might he over-
reached in the transaction. Was it
certain, also, that settlement could be
mduced in this way? That would not
be the result of purchasing land from the
present owners, unless the Government
could afford, commercially, to re-sell in
smaller areas at such prices as would be
reasonable. The motive underlying the
item was a worthy one, but there was
considerable danger of their being led
away from the right track, and imposing
undue burdens on the people by a too
expensive operation. As to clearing and
draining land, he observed that the New
Zealand Government had cleared land,
made roads to it, and when a demand
arcse for such land it was offered in
suitable areas at the upset price—about
£4 an acre.

Tre Presier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We would not give anything like that
price for land.

Mr. RANDELIL said the Premicr
evidently had his eye on some estates
here as suitable for purchase, but the
owners would be inclined to ask a good
price.

Mr. Ricuarpson said that, in such
case, the Government would not purchase.

Mr. RANDELL asked what was the
use of voting money for purchasing land,
unless there was a probability of oblain-
ing land at a reasonable price? This
matter should be left to natural develop-
ment. When farming was found to be
payable, more people would take to
farming. The propesal to clear and
drain land was a step in the right
direction, so long as the cost would be
reasonable; and if some land were pre-
pared in this way, ready for occupation,
many settlers would be helped in the
initial stages of their scttlement. He
approved of this proposal in principle.
With regard to.a markel and cold
storage in Perth, he agreed that these
facilitics would be beneficial to producers

the Government might well underiake
these works as being properly & function
of Government. Of course, if it could
be shown that private enterprise would
be likely to satisfy this demand, there
would be o need for the Government to
interfere. Too much red-tape formality
might be developed in connection with
this work, as was fouand in connection
with the Railway Department, and such
an objection secmed fo be almost in-
separable from railway management. If
the scheme were found to work well in
Perlh, it might be extended to other parts.
He was not sure that the Government
could establish a good and efficient market
in Perth, becuuse residents generally pre-
ferred to bave country produce brought
to their doors by the grower or the
middleman, and did uot care to go to a
market to purchase; therefore, the Gov-
ernment might meet with some disap-
pointment in this direction in starting =
market. Whether cold storage should
be provided out of loan moneys or out of
general revenue was open to question.
He could not vote for Ttem 9 as a
whole.

M=z, WOOD said he would prefer to
see the item reduced by striking out all
the proposed works except a market and
cold storage. He did not profess tu
understond much about the proposed
purchase, ¢learing, and draining of land,
bt it did seem to him strange that theve
should be any necessity to buy land that
was given away fifty years ago, and he
thought such land could not now be
bought advantageously by the Govern.
ment.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH moved, as an
awecndment, that the item be struck out
of the Bchedule. He was opposed, on
principle, to any and every part of this
item being ineluded in a Loan Bill; for
how would such proposals be regarded by
the tenders of money in England ¥ Such
works ought to be provided out of
revenue. There was not an atom of
reason for saying this item should be
provided out of loar; and, if anything
would condemn this loan in the London
market, it would be the inclusion of this
item, and the item of ¢ Schools,” in the
Bill.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The item of “ S¢hools ™ in “ The Loan Act
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of 1891” did not injure that loan, at any
rate.

M. ILLINGWORTH said the Premier
could not, prove that statement.

Tee Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he could prove it as easily as the
hon. member could prove his own state.
ment.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he would
feel a degree of shame—he could use no
other word—if the Government went to
the Londen market to borrow money for
an item like this, in the face of such
speeches as bhad been made from the
Treasury bencbes about the prospect of
an increasing revenue. He regarded it,
however, as being very much a prospect
on paper, based upon fictitions figures—
a prospect that had no sound foundation—
and the time was coming when difficulties
would arise out of the very things which
were alleged to be the canse of New
Zealand’s prosperity. Other colonies had
endeavoured to imitate New Zealand in
the matter of repurchasing land for settle-
ment in small holdings, without consider-
ing that the circamstances of New Zea-
land had no application to a colony like
this. He was opposed to the means pro-
posed, and not o the ends sought, for
these means would not realise the ends
desired. Were there any supporters of
this land purchase scheme interested as
holders of large tracts which were got in
the olden time at 1s. 6d. an acre?

Mr. Monager: Reckon the capitalised
value of that now.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said that, after
the land had been held all these years,
the hon. member for York talked about
the capitalised value! What was the
capitalised value of the stock which
had been got off the land all that
time? Such holders of land deserved
no counsideration, for if they took up
land at 1ls. 6d. an acre and could not
use it in such a way as to earn inferest
on that money, there was practically no
capitalised value. "This proposal opened
a door for political jobbery; for although
the present Ministers were known to be
the very soul of honour, yet they might
be succeeded, some day, by another set
of Ministers, though he saw no prospect
of a change at present. Personally, he
had no desire to go on the Ministerial
henches.  If the repurchase of land were
commenced, the operation would not stop
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at £40,000; and it would be possible for
Ministers to buy up supporters by pur-
chasing land belonging to certain favoured
individuals. If, however, the land pur-
chased were good in itself, he would be
prepared to run the risk even of that
dangerous principle. But were the pros-
pects of agrieulture so good that the
Government could reasonably expect to
buy land and bring it into competition
with the other Crown lands which they
were trying to give away, in order fo
promote the success of agriculture?
The fact was that the limits of howme
production in agriculture were nearly
reached already. To take one district
alone, he knew that 20,000 fruit trees
had been planted around Perth within
the last year; so that the limits in fruit
production must soon be reached. As to
clearing land, he contended that clearing
would not be an improvement unless
occupation was to follow immediately.
To clear land on the mere chance of its
heing occupied at some future time would
be an absolute waste of money. He was
in favour of draining land, so as to settle
the question of water rights before the
land was sold ; but he thought the
increasing revenue should provide for
that expenditure. As to building a public
market, for Perth with loan funds, that
proposal was sublime, if not ridiculous.
The providing of cold storage in connec-
tion with the railways was, he aditted,
a work which the Government might
properly undertake, but he was convincad
that the Government plan for carrying it
out would not be successful. What the
Government should do was to provide
railway trucks fitted for conveying pro-
duce at a low temperature, with cold-
storage rooms at stations where the goods
vould be received for transit or for storage.

Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that was what he had stated.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said if that was
the intention, the whole of the £40,000
would be required for providing those
facilities on the Bunbury railway alome,
without reference ta the other lines.
The question had been dealt with in
Victoria, and to a large extent the scheme
was o lamentable failure there. The
itern as o whole should stand over for
the present.

Mr. RICHARDSON said the hon.
member (Mr. Illingworth) had shown a
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gloomy picture of log-rolling and corrup-
tion, but these were risks which had to be
faced in any Government scheme, and
the only cure was to twrn out any Gov-
ernment that attempted these tricks. Tt
was more necessary for the Government
to purchase land in this colony than
for the New Zealand Government to
purchase land, because in that colony
the system of assessment for the land
tax required that i an owner objected
that his land was assessed at too high
a valuation, he could be compelled to
sell the land at the Government valua-
tion, and in that way some private land
must fall into the hands of the Govern-
ment. But the proposition of the Gov-
ernment in this colony was to buy enly
gsuch land as the owners wanted to sell,
There were large blocks of good agricul-
tural land close to railways, in eligibie
sibuations, recently held by absentee
proprietors, who were not averse to selling
at reasonable prices; but the blocks were
so large that very few private individuals
could afford to treat, and the owners
refused to allow the “eyes” to be picked
out by portions being purchased. But
the Government might be autberised to
buy such blocks asa whole, and sell them
in portions under the Land Regulations.
Some action should be taken for making
these eligible blocks near railways of some
use to the country.

Mr. InLiveworrH : Tax the land.

Mg. RICHARDSON said many per-
sons used that expression glibly, without
thinking of what it meant. It would be
a lamentable absurdity if, while the Gov-
ernment were endeavouring to induce
settlement by giving away homestead
blocks, they, at the same time, created a
scare by proposing to tax the land, there-
by defeating their own efforts for induc-
ing settlement. That logical argument
wasg impregnable. The Government might
be trusted to use business-like discretion
as to the price to be paid for land. The
providing of cold storage in connection
with the railways was a necessity ; and
this proposal in the Schedule was justi-
fied by the course taken by other Gov-
ernments and corporations all over the
world, when the necessity arose for in-
terfering to some extent with private
enterprise in this matter, hy providing
something wmore complete.  In this semi-
tropical climate, cold storage was surely
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necessary for the carriage of perishable
produce on railways, because one of the
greatest factors in the uxeessive prices
charged for dairy produce and other
perishable articles was the risk of loss
through semi-decomposition before the
articles could reach the consumers. All
suach loss to the producer or the trader
must be charged to the consumer in
the long run. It was in the interest
of every consumer in Perth, as the first
centre for this experiment, that cold
stornge should be provided; and there
must arise in future the nationnl question
of establishing cold storage depits at
various centres for receiving and trans-
mitting in chilled trucks, and for storing
in the towns, all kinds of perishable
produce.

Mr. THROSSELL said no item in the
Bill would be so reproductive as this
item. He was in a position to know
there was an increasing demund for the
purchase of agricultural land. In view
of the large influx of population, and
remembering the mistakes made in alien-
ating so much prime land in the early
days, it now became desirable to repur-
chase somne of that land in suitable situa-
tions, especially for settling men with
their families on small blocks round busy
towns. Huondreds of men were coming
here inguiring for land in small blocks
close to the centres of population, where
their families conld have the facilities of
schools and the advantages of civilisation,
These men found that the Crown land
near towns was closely tuken up already,
and that the towns were hemmed in by
large blocks of land held by private
owners. Such blocks as these could he
purchased by the Government when
opportunity offered, and be settled to
advantage under this provision of the
Bill; and he helieved no other expenditure
would give such grand returns if wisely
laid out. The large blocks in the
proclaimed Agricultural Areas had no
attractions for the men who wanted to
settle on small blocks conveniently near
to towns, where these men might pursue
their employments for earning money to
keep theirfamilies. Artisansand labourers
also should have the opportunity of
settling on land within a reasonable dis-
tance from thelr work. Such men, on five
or ten acre lots, would be better settlers,
in many cases, thun the men who would
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settle on free homestead blocks of 160
acres. His own experience, in endeavour-
ing to settle men on small blocks, was
that the main difficulty was the distance
from a township where such men could
carry on their usual work. The draining
of some land by the State might be
necessary. As to clearing land, so far
as this referred to the Eastern districts,
he would prefer that the clearing should
be done by those who intended to settle
on the land. This item for the develop-
ment of agriculture was so important
that he regretted the amount was not
£250,000 instead of £40,000.

Mr. LEAEE was glad to sce there
was a possibility of taking a division on
this item, and if those who were opposed
to the item did not carry their views
against the Government he would be
much mistaken. He would cerfainly vote
for the amendment, and if any member
on that (the Opposition) side went over
and voted with the Government, that
member should stop on the Government
side, as no such member could call him.
self one of the Opposition. The danger
of authorising the Government to buy
land would be that the Government
might buy support, because a man’s
feelings could be appealed to through his
pocket, and, as a rule, that was his mnost
tender point. Paternal care was evinced
by the Premier and the Government
for the Avon Valley, aud the provisions
in this item would open the door to politi-
cal jobbery. To give proper effect to the
proposed power of purchase, there should
also be the right to vesume land ; and, if
s0, the country would have to pay through
the nose for everything, Why should
the Government go in for farming asa
trading business? Who was to fix the
value of the land to be purchased? If,
for instance, the bargain was to be made
between the Commissioner of Crown
Lands and a member of Parliament,
which of them would be likely to get the
best of the bargain? Not the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, certainly. The
Government. ought not to compete with
private enterprise. This proposed power
would also interfere with vested interests,
and that should not be done unless some
special principle was involved. As to
providing c¢old storage in Porth, it would
be an ontrageous shame if the Govern-
ment were to be enabled to step in as a
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competitor and shut up the Ice Com-
pany’s business. That company would
bave first to be bought out. It was
also a shock to learn there was not
enough Crown land available for those
who wanted to settle in the country.
Looking at this item as a whole,
he was astonished that either the Pre-
mier or his colleagues could support
such proposals as these. He would like
to hear the real, the individual opinion
of the members of the Ministry. Then the
House would find out what force it was
that compelled a majority in the Cabinet.

Mz, CLARKSON said the hon. mem-
ber for Albany did not know much about
land settlement. For himself, he would
say he had been irying all his life to
make something ont of land, but he
fouud a great deal of hard work and very
little pay. As to the proposed repurchase
of land und the danger of influencing
votes, he did not think many owners in
the Avon Valley would sell their land at
such prices as the Govermmnent were likely
to offer. He did not know of any neces-
sity for the Government to drain the
land at present. He approved of an
expenditure for clearing and ringing, and
said the ringing would lessen the future
cost of clearing by bringing the cost down
to one-third or less. Clearing would
induce settlement, as the majority of
new settlers had not the means of clearing.
Cold storage in conpection with the rail-
way would benefit both consumers and
producers, and he was astonished that
this project had not been carried out
before. There was not much to object
to in the item.

Mr. LOTON said the development of
agriculture should claim the serious con-
sideration and hearty support of every
member; but, as to the means proposed,
were they such as were likely to develop
agriculture ? It was of little use attempt-
ing to force agricultural development
while the class of people who intended
to settle on land could earn very wuch
higher wages at other employments which
the Government were prepared, under
this Bill, to provide for them. While
the Government were spending about
£700,000 a year in loan money, and
about £500,000 more of ordinary re-
venue, and were creating a state of
things which enabled the working men
to carn 10s. or 12s. a day on public
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works, and while, in addition, the gold- -

fields were absorbiuyg quite half the
number of the adult population, what
was the available working force left?
How was it possible to expect, in these
circumstances, that people would settle
on the land und cultivate it for half the
rate of pay they might earn if employed
on public works ¥

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
What do you propose to do?

Mr. LOTON said he would answer
that in a few words. If the Government
wanted to develop agriculture and viti-
culture, and all the products of the soil
at a more rapid rate, they must go more
slowly with the spending of horrowed
money. That was his secret of improve-
ment. They might force the rate of
borrowing and spending money, but they
could not force, heyond a moderate
limit, the development of agriculture.
The problem was how to induce people
to cualtivate the land, rather than take
employment on public works or go to
the geldfields. According to the pro-
posals in this item, the Government
had to confess they wanted to borrow
money for buying land. Had they in
view any particular blocks which they
knew were in the market and would be
desirable ? Tf so, the information should
be made known. But to ask for a general
power of this kind was not scund policy.
As to clearing land, unless intending
purchasers were ready to take it up im-
mediately, the money spent in clearing
would be almost thrown away.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
‘We think we could let it at once.

Mr. LOTON said a settler could clear
his land at less cost than the Government
could do it for him; for the settler could
supply his own labour, and save the
interest which he would have to pay for
any clearing done by the Government.
He approved of the cold storage scheme,
in principle, believing it was capable of
doing considerable good to producers and
conswmers; but he thought this work
could be provided for out of the ordinary
revenue. Indeed, the current revenue
should meet some of the smaller require-
ments of the Bill. The amendment
would have his full support.

Mr. SIMPSON moved that progress
e reported, and leave asked to sit again,

Motion put and negatived.

i
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Me. MORAN, in supporting the item,
said he found himself day by day drifting
into the conviction that the Government
were more liberal and more democratic in
their policy than were the Opposition in this
House. He believed that many persons,
after making money on the goldfields,
would settle in the agricultural districts,
Land was being repurchased in other
colenies, and he instanced the purchase
of a large pastoral property on the Darling
Downs, in Queensland, and said every
acre of 1t had since been sold to ocoupiers
in small holdings. Yet in Queensland
there was a larger proportion of rich land
than in this colony, where the good land
was in private hands. If it was wis¢ to
borrow money to build a railway, it was
wise to go a step further and purchase
land for settlement, in order to feed the
railway with traffic. The proposals in
this item would be recognised in future
as being liberal, democratic, and pro-
gressive. If the Opposition were now
i power, they would find the country
languighing for some such scheme, and
they would have to provide it. So far
from this country having nearly reached
the limit of production, the fact was that
chaff and other produce were being im-
ported largely, and the markets within
the colony were extending so rapidly that
some cffort like the present was necessary
for bringing the productions into line
with the requirements. He saw in this
item the first trace of a principle he had
upheld, and that was the bursting up of
large estates. If the Government were
drifting in the direction of land taxation,
they would find in him a warm supporter.
But it was wise first to promote settle-
ment and make the land it for taxation,
before putting a tax on land. As to cold
storage, if the vested interest of a Perth
company wag nominal rather than real,
no great hardship would be done by the
Government in providing what was re-
quired. He hoped to see cold storage
extended ifo the goldficld towns in con-
nection with railways, thus conferring a
boon on the consumers. He believed
the Government intended to extend the
benefits of the system, and surely if they
did so this would be a great measure.
Mr. MONGER. said the hon. member
for Yilgarn, uccording to the experiences
with which he was continually favouring
the House, must have been o little bit
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of every trade, during his very long
career. But he looked onm the hon.
member as one of those men who never
owned an acre of land, and was never
likely to own one. The houn. member
gave them his experience upon agricul-
ture, upon minin

Mr. Moran said he was afraid there
was going to be a vepetition of those
personal attacks, and he did not wish to
be counnected with the hon. member,
because he had a reputation to maintain.

TrE CHATRMAN said the hon. member
for York should confine his remarks to
the item.

Mr. MONGER regretted he was not
in accord with the item, and did not
think it was the duty of the Government
fo develop agriculture. The duty must
lie on the individual to do all that was
necessary in that direction. With the
liberal land laws in existence, and with
the proposed Agricultural Bank Bill, there
would be all the facilities which could be
reasonably necessary for enabling farmers
to produce all that the couuntry required.
He would, however, like to see protective
duties made more effective. Ag to re-
purchasing land, he would be pleased to
see the Government bring in a Bill for
purchaging back all the Crown land that
had been sold, as was once suggested
by the Commissioner of Crown Lands.
After that, there would be no more talk
of the bursting up of big estates. As
one unfortunately interested in some of
the large cstates, he could only suy there
was not one owner of any large estate
who would not be glad to accept for it
the amount it had actually cost. The
general idea was tbat, in the early days,
a large amount of country was given to
the settlers at Is. 6d. an acre. Tt was a
standing disgrace if they had to allow
the admission that, out of this vast
territory, only about ten million acres
were worthy of cultivation and settle-
ment. The proposed drainage of land
must apply to the Premier's own con-
stitnency. A market for Perth might e
very good; but the proposal to pro-
vide cold storage he looked upon us a
“sop” to the member for Beverley. He
gathered, from certain correspondence
which had been referred to, that a Dairy
Company was started with a capital of
something under £100 paid up, and this
great financial institution asked the Ice
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Company for quotations as to the charge
for cold storage. The quotations being
afterwards considered too high, the Daivy
Company then reguested the Government
to provide cold storage for them. That
was the origin of this project ; and if hon.
members were going to support a little
bit of a rotten concern of that sort, they
were going beyond what was necessary in
a Loan Bill. The Premier wust have
been led away by the fad of the hon.
member for Beverley. It would be better
to strike out this item and spend the
money in some other way.

Progress was reported. and leave given
to sit again.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL—CAMEL LICENSES.

The following Message from the Legis-
lative Council was delivered to and read
by Mx. Speaker :—

“ Mr. Speaker,

“The Legislative Council having this
day passed the following resolution :~—
‘That, in the opinion of this House, ull
camels engaged in the carrying trade
should be licensed,” presents the same to
the Legislative Assembly for its con-
currence.

“ GEORGE SHENTON,
“ Prestdent.

* Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,
19th September, 1894

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the motion referred to in the Message
was not moved on behalf of the Govern.
ment, and there did not appear to have
been any hon. member appointed to take
charge of the Message in this House.

Tar SPEAKER said the proper pro-
ceeding would have been for the hon.
member who moved the motion in the
Legislative Council to have arranged with
some member of this House to bring up
the Message for consideration. He did
not think it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to do so.

Mr. SIMPSON asked whether it was
competent for this House to receive such
a Message without a prior Message from
the Governor ?

Tar SPEAKER said he did not think
it was irregular for this resolution to be
sent from the Legislative Couneil to this
House; but certainly the Upper House
could not send down to this House a Bill
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for any provision of this kind, because
such Bill must sriginate in this House.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL moved that the
Message from the Legislative Council be
taken mto consideration at the next sit-
ting of this House. He said it would be
only courteous to consider uny Message
from the other House.

Tne SPEAKER said he was of opinion
that a reply to the Message should be
sent to the Legislative Council,

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that, perhaps, on the next day the
hon. member in charge of the Message
might make other arrangements, and the
matter could stand over for the present.

ADJOUGRNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11-35 o'clock
P,

Tearslatibe @ouneil,
Thursday, 20th September, 1894,

Boyanup-Busselton Eailway: contract date for comple-
tion—Government Service: employment in— Hos-
pitals Bill: Grst reading—Conatitution Act Amend-
ment Bill: third reading—Adjournment,

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

BOYANUP-BUSSELTON RAILWAY—CON-
TRACT DATE FOR COMPLETION OF,
Tarz Hox. J. C. G. FOULKES asked

the Colonial Secrctary: Whut is the date

fixed in the contract for the completion
of the Boyanup-Busselton Railway ¥

Tee COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : December 22nd, 1894.

(20 Sepr., 1894.]

Governmment Service. 685
GOVERXMERT SERVICE—EMPLOY-
MENT IN.

Tue Hox. J. C. G. FOULKES moved,
“That all vacancies for employment in the
“ Government service should be advertised
“in the Gorvernment Gazeite.” Hesaid: As
hon. members know, a great deal of
interest is taken in the colony as to
the position of Civil servants. The
Government employ a great aumber of
them, and the motion I have tabled
deals with the question of their appoint-
ment. T am aware that a Civil Service
Commission is sitting, and I asked a
question as to when we are likely to have
a report, but the reply I got was so
vague that T am led to think the time
will be very long before we get it I,
therefore, thought there was no necessity
to wait. Another thing is that, perhaps,
unless their altention is called to the
matter, the Commission will not eal
with it. At present, if any person wants
employment i the Government service,
he applies to the Minister or person
in charge of the department. He

ives his name, which 15 entered i a
book called the Application Book, and I
helieve that in every departmeut a great
number of names are to be found in the
books. Some of these names have been
down for two or three years. The system
may do very well for those who reside
in Perth or Fremantle, and who are able
to worry the Minister from time to time;
lrat it 15 very hard upon those who ruside
in the country, and who have not the
same advantages as those who reside in
the towns. I was anxious to obtain
employment for a young fellow a short
timg ago, but I was told that there was
no vacancy: that was in the Works
Department. They said they had dozens
of names down, and that it would he
useless to wait. Very scon afterwards
I heard that a boy who had been getting
eight shillings a week was given an
appointment at £60 a year. I made
inquiries, and found that he had a father
and two or three brothers in the service,
so that I easily accounted for the appoeint-
ment, This system, of course, works
considerable injustice on those who do
not reside in Perth, and who do not
know when vacancies occur. In this
colony young men are at great dis-
advaniages. It is not possible for them
to enter the medical profession lere, and



